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Lathon Jones-Downing swabs his mouth with the 
hope of finding out he is a donor match at the 
Bone Marrow Donor Drive on Dec. 12. 


See NECC page 9 | 


College names new VP 


bY JONI QUINN 
ditor-in-Chief 


Sue M. Wolfe, associate vice 
yancellor for the fiscal and adminis- 
ative policy at the Massachusetts 
oard of Higher Education, was 
amed the new vice president of 
iministration and finance at NECC. 

“She has a tremendous back- 
round in finances and was a chief 
nancial officer in the 
fassachusetts BHE. She brings with 
er a lot of knowledge of how the 
fassachusetts system works,” 
ECC President David Hartleb said. 

The college’s Board of Trustees 
wet early in December and voted 
nanimously for her to be the 
splacement for former vice presi- 
ent Mark Andrews. Andrews 
esigned from the college following 
is second DUI arrest on April 21, 
007, in Newburyport. 

_ Wolfe will serve as the chief 
inancial officer at the college with 
esponsibility for finance, budgeting, 
ccounting and reporting systems, 
he physical plant, facilities plan- 
ling, purchasing and security. She 
report to Hartleb and serve as a 


member of his cabinet. 

However, Wolfe will not begin 
her role here at NECC until February 
2008. 

“The BHE needs to find some 
interim solution for her leaving. I 
can't believe they can find someone 
so fast. She's such a tremendous 
asset to have,” Hartleb said. 

Wolfe has been in her current 
position with the BHE since 2004. 
She is responsible for advocating for 
resources for higher education, 
including annual operating appropri- 
ations for the colleges, state student 
financial aid, and capital bond and 
maintenance funding. She also 
serves as liaison to state legislative 
committees such as the House and 
Senate Ways and Means and the 
Joint Committee on Higher 
Education, as well as state agencies 
such as the Division of Capital Asset 
Management. 

A resident of Carlisle, Wolfe 
graduated from St. Olaf College in 
Northfield, Minn., with a Bachelor 
of Arts in economics and Asian stud- 
ies. She received a Master of Science 
in applied economics from the 
University of Minnesota. 
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ifanseender student 
receives support for cause 


Organizations 
respond to Santiago 
with open arms 


By JONI QUINN 
Editor-in-Chief 


NECC student Ethan (Elizabeth) 
Santiago’s fight to add new policies to 
the college regarding transgender peo- 
ple has taken off since it hit Observer 
stands on Dec. 5. He has received sup- 
port from members of the immediate 
community and around the state, and 
his story has even been published in 
The Haverhill Gazette and The Eagle- 
Tribune. 

“T'm finally taking a step forward. 
All this time I was asking myself if I 
really wanted to be the one to do this. 
I don't want to but I feel like I have to. 
It looks like the ball is rolling but even 
if things don't change, people are still 
getting educated,” Santiago said. 

Since the media has picked up on 
his story, Santiago said he has been 
offered support from the 
Massachusetts Transgender Political 
Coalition. The Higher Education 
Committee to the Massachusetts 
Commission on GLBT (Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual and Transgender) Youth has 
also contacted Santiago, wanting to 
know more about his situation and 
how they may be able to help. 

“T feel like I have a lot more sup- 
port than I thought I would. Random 
people have found me over the 


I don’t think of it as 
bravery but rather 
self-preservation. 

- Ethan Santiago 


Internet and expressed their support. 
On the other side, I've also heard that 
there are others who just don't under- 
stand and are saying rude remarks,” 
Santiago said. 

Santiago said that his next step is 
to get in touch with other gay and les- 
bian groups at community colleges 
and state schools to try and get them 
to support his cause. 

“It's not about being strong and 
making a stand but about not being 
able to take it anymore. What if it's not 
just a locker next time? What if it's 
worse?” Santiago said. “I don't think 
of it as bravery but rather self-preser- 
vation.” 

Santiago, born a girl, began his 
fight when he was denied a locker in 
the men's locker room at NECC. 
According to Nita Lamborghini, assis- 
tant dean of college life and healthy 
living, the college's legal counsel 
advised her not to assign Santiago a 
locker claiming that it is a person's 
anatomy that determines which locker 
room they are assigned to. 

After being denied his request, 
Santiago went to the human resources 
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Ethan Santiago 


department on campus and filed an 
Affirmative Action Discrimination 
Grievance against the school alleging 
gender identity discrimination. When 
the college turned down his request 
once again, Santiago decided to take 
his story and complaints public. 

Santiago said that having his pic- 
ture in the news stories created some 
anxiety for him, but his friends and 
acquaintances at school have made it 
easier for him. 

“People that had no idea about me 
that had read the article were shocked. 
They said they couldn't believe it but 
that they care for me the same way 
they had before they knew,” Santiago 
said. 


Music majors can transfer 


By ARTEMIS SAVORY 
Features Editor 


My first day at the Technology 
Center introduced me to the music 
major—the new music major. 
Professpr Ken Langer, the coordinator 
of the music program, stood at the 
front of the class and told us that the 
new program was hanging up on the 
bulletin board just outside the class- 
room. 

After class I grabbed one of the 
trifolded yellow pamphlets and took it 
home to pour over. 

It was fascinating. Not only did 
music major student need to take the 
regular courses of English 
Composition I & IL, a behavioral sci- 
ence, two lab sciences, two history 
classes, a literature and two math 
courses, they also were required to 
take the following classes: Intro to 
Western Music, Music Theory | 
through IV, Aural Skills I through IV, 
Piano I, and Performance Workshop I 
through IV. One has to keep in mind 


that I through IV is a total of four 
classes: four classes of Music Theory, 
of Aural Skills, and of Performance 
Workshop. The final requirements are 
two music electives other than those 
already needed. 

All of these new classes may be 
enough to give a new student a heart 
attack — or scare a current student 
who was planning on only a two-year 
contract, and must now remain for 
longer. 

KC Spina is a drummer in his sec- 
ond semester as a music major. He 
says, “I’m in no rush to get out. It'll 
take a little bit longer, but I guess it’s 
all good.” He loves music and enjoys 
many of the music classes he has 
already taken. “I just want to get the 
best education I can before I move on 
to a four-year college. I want to be 
taught all I need to know and more.” 

All those who are in the music 
program to learn are going to have 
their wish granted. 

Piano player James Cintolo is 
majoring in Music: audio engineering, 
which requires more than just the 


music major. 

He says of the new class require- 
ments, “It creates new possibilities 
because now it’s accredited at major 
colleges.” 

That is the whole reason more 
classes were added—to create a trans- 
fer program that can actually be trans- 
ferred. 

When I asked Zach Cox what he 
thought about the added classes, he 
said, “Really? What else? So wait, I 
have to take more classes now?” 

Spina and I stared as he exclaimed, 
“J am in shock and disbelief!” 

Prior to this lightening bolt of 
knowledge, Cox had been unsure 
whether he would continue with 
music as his major or switch over to 
environmental science. Now that he 
knows how many more classes are 
required, he may decide to switch. 

The liberal arts: music major was 
changed this semester into general 
studies: music major, in order to incor- 
porate the classes necessary to transfer 
to a four-year college such as UMass 
Lowell. 
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Icy school roads 


NECC Observer Dec. 17, 2007 


are a Safety issue 


The ice on the roads of the 
Northem Essex Community College 
grounds have gotten so bad-they have 
become a true safety issue for all stu- 
dents and faculty. Obviously the sud- 
den rush of the winter storms was 


ping on the ice, then it will happen 
sooner or later. With the prospect of 
ice becoming only more likely in the 
coming spring semester, as students 
we must wonder, is our safety not 
being truly considered? 

The college should either find a 
legitimate method of ice removal, or 


he aeliingh. Encaener- 
I PPAR ARTONS Or, 


THAIS IT... THE GLOVES ARE 
COMING OFF! GET ME 


JERRY SPRINGER 


close the school. If neither of these 
things happen, then the people who 
pay to come here, or who themselves 
work here, will be at grave risk. 

It is only fair to request safety 
while on the school grounds and we 
hope that this issue will be fully 
resolved over break. 


unexpected, but living in New England 
means these things will happen. 

Any student who has driven on 
the roads in and around Northern 
Essex has no doubt noticed that the 
ice conditions are horrible, in some 
places being as smooth as glass. If 
people have not already been slip- 


| Several valued staff members will be leaving The 
| Observer at the end of the fall semester. These 
linclude: Editor-in-Chief Joni Quinn, News Editor 

| Jasmin Pastrana, Sports Editor Joe Terliksoky, 
Environmental Editor Andrew Wahl and Copy 
Editor Melissa Caron. All are moving on to new 

| endeavors and will be deeply missed. Their effort 
| has helped to make the paper the award-winning 
| Publication that it is. ‘ 
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Advertising: 978-556-3397 Email: observer@necc.mass.edu 
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Fall 2007 Observer Staff 


Editor-in-Chief: Joni Quinn 
News Editor: Jasmin Pastrana 
Opinion Editor: Daniel Potocki 
Arts & Entertainment Editor: Sara Codair 
Sports Editor: Joe Terlikosky 
Features Editor: Artemis Savory 
Environmental Editor: Andrew Wahl 
Copy Editor: Melissa Caron 
Circulation Manager: Dustin Luca 
Faculty Adviser: Amy Callahan 


Noah Mustin, Philosophy 
“Tm going to New Jersey to visit 
family and friends.” 


Publication schedule 


The NECC Observer will cease publication during winter break 
and will resume publication on Jan. 23, 2008. The copy deadline 
for the next issue is Jan. 16, 2008. 


How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in room. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include “Letter to Editor’ in the subject line 
or risk not being received by the Observer email system 

We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.edqu 
“Include “Letter to Editor” in the subject line. * 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


Saint-Jean, 
Electronics 


Jeanty Computer 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received 


“I’m going to North Carolina to visit 
my brother and my nieces. For New 
The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, Year’s, I'll be in Florida 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press Association, 


and the New England Press Association 
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Kelsey Stone, Business 

“I don’t know. I'll probably play my 
guitar or work for my parents — they 
own America’s Stonehenge in Salem 


(N.H.).” 


Dana Inostroza, Pre-Veterinarian 
“Working, snowboarding and hang- 
ing out with friends.” 


What are you going to do over 
winter break? 


Kate Conti (w/ son Carlos Velez) 
General Studies 

“Packing, because I’m moving tc 
Amherst, Mass. to go to UMass 
Amherst to study social thought and 
the political economy.” 


Photos/Interviews by Artemis Savory 


Dan Potter, Liberal Arts 

“Honestly, I have no idea. I'm not 
planning on doing anything. 
Hopefully I will be working.” q 
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Religion vs. science 


It is time for religion 
to lose its debate 


taboo status 


By DANIEL A. POTOCKI 
Opinion Editor 


Currently 
I'm reading 
“What is your 
Dangerous 
Idea,” edited by 
Jay Oran he. 2 
Brockman. The 
book, which I 
highly recom- 
mend, is a col- 
lection of 


micro-essays by scientists and peo- 


ple in the science fields on what they 
believe are dangerous ideas. Aside 
from being a glimpse into the mind 
of the bleeding edge of science, it is 
very thought provoking. I am not a 
scientist, but I feel that any injection 
of new ideas can be seen as a posi- 
tive thing; so, I will here by give my 
dangerous idea. 

My dangerous idea is that we 
must, as a species, re-examine the 
role of religion in our lives. Religion 
directly affects the way people live 
their lives, it influences their politi- 
cal views, and the values they have. 
Yet unlike cultural values or political 
beliefs, religious views have too 
long been considered too taboo for 
public discourse. But any set of 
beliefs that is so integral to our soci- 
ety must be a viable topic for public 


debate. The stakes are simply too 
high. 

People like Bertrand Russell, 
Christopher Hitchens, Richard 
Dawkins, Sam Harris and Daniel 
Dennett have long been trying to 
pull religion into the public light, but 
at every turn are thwarted. In an age 
when science is constantly and con- 
sistently refuting the claims of reli- 
gion, in a time when people’s cultur- 
al values are more important than 
ever, many of the religious play the 
“hurt feelings” card when the topic 
comes up. In my opinion, believing 
something on the basis of faith in the 
absence of evidence for and in the 
presence of unending evidence 
against belief without justification is 
not acceptable when it impacts so 
much. 


Aerophobia — Fear of drafts, swallowing 


On conservatives and 


Dear Editor, 

I am an avid contributor of letters to The Eagle- 
Tribune and The Haverhill Gazette, and as a former 
school administrator in Haverhill, I take an active 
interest in what goes on in the community. I recently 
read a copy of the Observer and I was delighted at the 
quality of writing. 

I must congratulate Professor Mark Palermo’s 
insight into the catastrophe that is “conservative” and 
his proper understanding of what it means to be liber- 
al. He explains, for example, that it was unions and 
workers who got us an eight-hour day, reformed child 
labor, gave us health and safety regulations, seat belts 
in cars. He explains that in most countries where there 
are no regulations, workplaces are hellholes with chil- 
dren and adults being exploited. 

What he doesn’t examine is that conservative 
thinking is very linear. Conservatives are neither 
abstract thinkers, nor are they compassionate. They 
believe that because they oppose abortion and 
women’s reproductive rights, they are “compassion- 
ate.” Yet, most conservatives do not examine histori- 
cal compulsions toward war, cannot see through the 
omnipresent military propaganda in our country, and 
are easily manipulated into nationalistic frenzied 
behavior. 

I always say if you want to stop this Iraq fiasco, 
‘start drafting middle-class. Republican conservatives. 

) Mr. Palermo also tells us that it was the programs 
of the Democrats that brought electricity into rural 
‘areas in the 1930s when the “free market” the conser- 
vatives tout had banks that were unwilling to loan to 
low-income farmers. Had Roosevelt not come along 
, with his bold actions, there would be no middle class 
‘ain America today. 

Professor Paul, Bamberger writes that the “Army 
did not teach about memory.” His assertions that mili- 
tary training teaches young men things like sticking a 
bayonet in and twisting it to help pull out entrails, and 


| that severely wounding someone is better than killing 


him, only details what I already know about military 


oses and repeat the history of their military parents, 
ow income ne’er-do-wells with no goals or aims, 


pes in our midst. They are easily led by their 


Oe 


nalivete 


unemployable in the civilian sector because of their 
poor academic background, and in need of “belong- 
ing” to a group. Think of the military as a massive 
gang mentality, and then you will understand it. But all 
is not complimentary, however, at NECC. 

I read Christine Ribiero’s comments about abor- 
tion. Her remarks are, predictably, infantile. Ms. 
Ribiero states, “If you do not want children, then you 
should probably not have sex.” I have seen rather soph- 
omoric statements in my time, but this one takes the 
cake. Ms. Ribiero, doubtless, is also a “good 
Christian.” 

Somewhere, somehow, Ms. Ribiero discovered 
women have abortions to protect the environment. In 
itself, this is rather ridiculous. However, Ms. Ribiero 
uses this illustration, a bizarre one, to glorify her real 
intention: prevent women from exercising their repro- 
ductive freedom. What’s next for this young lady? A 
statement like, “But what about the rights of the 
fetus?” 

Conservatives reduce arguments to the absurd say- 
ing that my fingernail, because it contains DNA, is 
somehow sacred. Nuts to Ms. Ribiero. 

Finally, writers Aaron Foss and Ashley Rogers 
make some valid and not so valid points. On the one 
hand, young people who are not ready emotionally or 
financially ought not to have children. But what do we 
do? Do we make laws preventing reproduction? If we 
do not have some laws directing people to what they 
can and cannot do, well, we may end up shooting at 
each other till we are all dead. Laws directing parents 
as to what they can and cannot do regarding discipline 
are an important guideline to protect those who cannot 
protect themselves. License parents? Maybe not a bad 
idea. 

Frankly, as a man now in his 80s, most of the 
young parents I see today are in desperate need of par- 
enting assistance. Too often young people parent the 
same way they were parented. 

My congratulations again to the vibrant writing in 
the college newspaper. It gives the vapid Eagle- 
Tribune something to emulate. 

Sincerely, 

Dante Ippolito 


Transgender student’s locker 


Dear Editor, 

In response to the article on Ethan Santiago, the 
transgender student who filed an official grievance 
against the school alleging gender identity discrimination, 
T would like to commend the school for putting the safe- 
ty of the student first. 

The college offered Santiago an alternative to using 


t 
f 


the women’s locker room, trying to fulfill his needs. 
Santiago chose to refuse this option. I see this situation as 
an opportunity for Ethan Santiago to educate, not alien- 
ate, the administration, as well as the student body, to the 
needs and issues of the transgender community. 
Sincerely, 
Deb Riley 


A warm and fuzzy thank you 


Dear Editor, 

I wish to extend a very warm thank you to all who 
participated in donating to Project Warm & Fuzzy. 
Through your generosity, I am pleased to report that 
over 3,500 warm pieces of clothing will been donated 
to the Lazarus House Family Shelter. I look forward to 


working with you again next year to make this project 
an even greater success. May God bless you during this 
holiday season and always. 

Sincerely, 

Ashley Bolis. 

Founder, Warm & Fuzzy 


hike S 

air, or airborne noxious substances 
Bathophobia — Fear of depth 
Bibliophobia — Fear of books 
Eleuthertophobia — Fear of freedom 


Plutophobia — Fear of wealth 


(Phobias from Phobialist.com) 


Dec. 19 marks the nine-year anniversary 
of the House of Representatives’ vote to 
impeach President Bill Clinton on the 
charges of perjury and obstruction of jus- 
tice. (History provided by History.com) 


» 


“Concentrated power has always been 
the enemy of liberty.” 
-Ronald Reagan 


“Five-second fuses only last three sec- 
onds.” 
-Infantry Journal 


“Try to look unimportant, they may be low 
on ammo.” 
-Infantry Journal 


“It is generally inadvisable to eject direct- 
ly over the area you just bombed.” 

-U.S. Air Force marshal 
“Never forget your weapon was made by 
the lowest bidder.” 

-Infantry saying 


“Aim towards enemy.” 
-Instructions on U.S. rocket launcher 


(All quotations from “Call of Duty 4”) 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns 
to the NECC Observer: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 
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The United States 
should disarm its 


nuclear weapons 


By STEPHEN E. SLANER 
Guest Columnist 


If we look at 
the DSM-IV, 
the official 
diagnostic man- 
Bual of the 
American 
Psychological 
Association, we 
Mm find the follow- 

» ing definition of 
oe delusions: 
“false beliefs based on incorrect 
inference about external reality that 
persist despite the evidence to the 
contrary and these beliefs are not 
ordinarily accepted by other mem- 
bers of the person’s culture or sub- 
culture.” Note the qualification fol- 
lowing the “and.” Following this 
definition, I would argue that the 
acceptance of nuclear weapons is in 
fact a collective delusion. 

The belief in nuclear weapons is 
ordinarily accepted in this culture, 
but it is no less a delusion for all 
that. That is, the idea that they can 
defend anything, much less “our 
way of life,” is a delusion. The idea 
that they’re too powerful to be used, 
given centuries of human history, is 
a delusion. And the idea that they 
cannot be abolished is the most seri- 
ous delusion of all. 

The standard analogy for the 


arms race during the Cold War was 


that of two men in an elevator knee- 
deep in gasoline, one of whom says 
to the other, “I have more matches 
than you do.” 

No, in a sense these are not 
weapons at all. In the words of 
George Kennan, one-time proponent 
of the containment doctrine who saw 
the light and defected to the peace 
camp, these are doomsday devices 
that cannot be used in what is 
euphemistically called a “nuclear 
exchange” because they would 
indiscriminately destroy aggressor 


Sa ee 


The acceptance of 
nuclear weapons 
is in fact a collec- 
tive delusion. 


and defender alike. We are just plain 
lucky to have gotten through the 
nuclear age without a nuclear war. 
Remember the Cuban missile crisis? 

I think my opponent and I might 
agree about the dangers of possess- 
ing, let alone using, nuclear 
weapons. Where we disagree is on 
what to do about it. Can we get rid 
of these weapons? My opponent will 
argue that unilateral nuclear disar- 
mament is too dangerous. I admit 
that it’s risky, but my contention is 
that keeping the weapons is even 
more risky. The only way to drasti- 
cally reduce and hopefully eliminate 
that possibility is to get rid of the 
weapons. Period. 


General Lee Butler, former com- 
mander-in-chief of the Strategic Air 
Command, has “made the long and 
arduous intellectual journey from 
staunch advocate of nuclear deter- 
rence to public proponent of nuclear 
abolition” because his experience in 
the military convinced him that the 
dangers of keeping these weapons 
were simply too great. In a powerful 
metaphor delivered before the 
National Press Club on December 4, 
1996, he argued that “nuclear war is 
a raging, insatiable beast whose 
instincts and appetite we pretend to 
understand but cannot possibly con- 
trol.” 

I find Gen. Butler’s arguments 
persuasive. But, to be honest, even 
he does not advocate unilateral 
nuclear disarmament. His idea is to 
move forward “with all deliberate 
speed.” My view is that we don’t 
have time, and that given the deprav- 
ities of the Bush administration and 
the wild and crazy neoconservatives 
who inhabit it, we need to think out- 
side the box. Just imagine what 
effect renunciation of nuclear 
weapons — to be verified by United 
Nations inspectors, of course — 
would have on the rest of the world. 
Overnight, America would regain 
the moral authority it is widely per- 
ceived to have dissipated under this 
administration. And maybe we could 
pass on a world to our children and 
grandchildren that would be proud 
of what we had done and relieved 
that the sword of Damocles no 
longer hovered over the earth. 


Professor Stephen Slaner is a mem- 
ber of the NECC faculty. 
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sarmament debate — 
The United States 


cannot disarm its 


nuclear weapons 


By ANDREW MORSE 
Guest Columnist 


Immediate 
unilateral 
nuclear disar- 
mament is a 
luxury that the 
¥ United States 
cannot afford. 
BAmerica’s 
extensive arse- 
nal of nuclear 
weapons can 
and should be 
reduced. Yet a number of vital 


PO. mealies 


assurances, Germany and Japa 
have tacitly agreed not to develop 
their own atomic weapons. Russia 
and China, the two chief victims of 
German and Japanese aggression 
in World War II, know that they 
have nothing to fear from these 
countries so long as the United 
States keeps Germany and Japan 
under its nuclear “umbrella.” : 
However, unilateral nuclear 
disarmament would eliminate 
United States as the guarantor 
German and Japanese defe: 
Left in a position of vulnerabi 
these two nations would then 
to build their own nuel 
weapons. This develop 
would, in turn, alarm Russia 
China. A new international 
race, and very possibly a 
strophic war, could follow. r 
The United States and the rest 


—————_ SS 


The peace of Europe and Asia demand 
that Americans maintain their defen- 


sive commitments. 


international commitments require 
that the United States maintain at 
least a minimum number of these 
weapons for the time being. 

The United States today pro- 
vides a defense for Germany and 
Japan, the two main aggressive 
powers in the Second World War. 
In return for American defense 


of the world can hardly afford to 
allow such a development to take 
place. The peace and stability of 
Europe and Asia demand that 
Americans maintain their defen- 
sive commitments. 


Professor Andrew Morse is a member 
of the NECC faculty. 
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‘Revelations’ paper wins award 


Emotional reflection 
on politics wins 
writing award 


By ARTEMIS SAVORY 
Features Editor 


Eleni Santy 
was the winner 
at the Fall 2007 
Writing Awards 
Ceremony, held 
on Dec. 7 at the 
Technology 
Center. She won 
with her politi- 
cally reflective 
Da arp: “6- Fr 


“Revelations.” 

Her English Composition I 
instructor, Professor Suzanne Van 
Wert, read the paper to the audience 
before its declaration as the winner. 
Not only was she awarded the 
Professor Elizabeth Arnold Award, 
but she also received a brand new 
Dell laptop for her own personal use. 

Also from English Composition 
I, Jessica Soucy won a $300 scholar- 


ship with her paper “Clearer Waters”; 
AndraLee Hanlon won a $150 schol- 
arship with the paper “Do We Really. 
Want to Have it All?”; and Michael 
Radford won a $100 scholarship with 
his paper entitled, “Rap Attacked.” 
From English Composition II Alicia 
Stiles won a $300 scholarship with 


her essay “A Lost Tradition”; 
Francoise Camasso won $150 in 
scholarship money for “An 


Explication of the poem “Alana”; 
and Kevin Guicho won a $50 gift 
card to Barnes & Noble bookstores 
with his essay “Jobs Over Lives.” 

The ceremony was led by judge 
and department chairman Professor 
Stephen Mathis. Other students who 
had been called in by their English 
Composition I teachers were: 
Nicholas Aro, Tomas Bowling, 
Alfred Motsis, Justin Palmisano, 
Svetland Popova, Amber Sawyer and 
Grace Tiffany. The other students 
from Composition II were: Corina 
Cantin, John Carey, Lilla Collins, 
Erik Croto, Marie Kruger, Susan 
Manzi, Adriana Pompeo, Daniel 
Potocki, Lauren Rastello, Katelin 
Shea, Katie Starr, Patricia Steele and 
A. Gerard Trenholm. 


Being American is doing 
what is best in the interest of 
America, even if it means chang- 
ing your preconceived, biased, 
judgmental notions. It’s stepping 
back to ask yourself if what you 
believe is true, morally right or in 
need of change. It’s putting 
what’s best for the people of the 
country first and not the govern- 
ment. It can often mean taking 
the unpopular side of an argu- 
ment even just to play “Devil’s 
Advocate.” It could mean work- 
ing for the opposing candidate of 
your friends and family. It can 
even mean biting your tongue so 
you don’t get into an argument 
but simply saying “I see what you 
mean” yet still quietly giving 
your arguments. It’s walking a 
thin line in letting your opponent 
in opinion know you do not 
agree. 

. I was born in this country so I 
had inherited a sense of belong- 
ing. As one of five children, all 
rough and tumble girls, I was 
never an _ outsider. The 
Eisenhower years were the begin- 
nings of the most affluent growth 
in this country. We had common 
goals, were moving forward rap- 
idly together in technology and 
even had a common enemy,- 
“Those Commie Russians.” 
There was unity on almost every 
front, except for some petty thing 
called racial desegregation, but 
for a child of ten, this was some- 
thing of no concern to me. My 
father and mother, both adopted 
"by this great country, embraced it 
with open hearts. We lived, 
dressed and spoke as Americans. 

I grew up with the mantra 
“My country, love it or leave it.” 
I espoused it often. Our 
Government knew what was best 

for us and we simply stepped 
aside and allowed it, as a benign 


and loving father, to handle it. 
This was in retrospect my lowest 
point of truly being an American. 
Now I believe wholeheartedly 
that it’s not a feeling of being 
American or un-American for 
me. I believe it’s a matter of tak- 
ing off rose-colored glasses and 
really examining what’s being 
said and done and why. Being 
American for me is to really look 
at the motivation behind the 
“Official Press Release.” 

I had always voted 
Republican and in fact voted for 
Richard Nixon. At the height of 
the Viet Nam war, I still believed 
we were in Southeast Asia to 
“keep America free.” Then, one 
day, I opened my hometown 
newspaper to see a photograph of 
a distraught teenager, kneeling on 
the commons at Kent State 
University. No matter what the 
press or the President said in jus- 
tification, I could not get out of 
my mind the haunting image of 
that young woman kneeling 
beside a young man killed by a 
National Guard bullet to his 
mouth. I still see her, to this day, 
looking up, arms splayed in sup- 
plication, crying out in massive 
grief. The pen may be mightier 
than the sword but that picture 
was mightier than a thousand 
words. 

I stepped back mentally and 
began to question and in that 
questioning, I first became a real 
American in the manner that our 
signers of the Declaration of 
Independence wanted us to be. 
“That Governments are instituted 
among men, deserving their just 
powers from the consent of the 
Government....laying its founda- 
tion on such principles and 
organizing its powers in such 
form, as to them shall seem most 
likely to effect their Safety and 


‘Revelations’ 


By ELENI SANTY 
Winner of writing award 


Happiness.” The Declaration 
continues on to state “Mankind 
are more disposed to suffer, while 
evils are sufferable.” I began to 
truly question,- to turn over and 
look from a different angle. At 
first it was difficult to reset my 
traditional views. I also had to 
work through the guilt of my 
complacency and narrow mind- 
edness and set aside the over- 
whelming blackness of my con- 
tribution to the occurrence at 
Kent State by failing to speak out 
or demonstrate. It was confusing 
to pick through my mind and dis- 
regard the safety of familiar, pre- 
conceived ideas but I eventually 
came to the conclusion that no 
American, National Guardsmen 
not withstanding, had the right to 
gun down a student, whatever the 
seeming justification: It was the 
antithesis of what America sup- 
posedly stood for. An attempt to 
murder free speech was also 
made that day. Coupled with the 
Chicago Democratic National 
Convention, Martin Luther 
King’s and Robert Kennedy’s 
assassinations and police beat- 
ings against anyone who opposed 
the President’s policies, the era 
was rife with the kind of violence 
that shakes up the core of a 
human’s psyche and forces one to 
rethink. The Nixon White House 
mentality of blaming the victim 
has since been recognized as 
probably his single biggest policy 
mistake, leading eventually to 
our nation’s anti-war sentiment. 
That sentiment was responsible 
for his paranoia and eventual 
downfall and resignation. From 
that, one could at least say, that 
the four innocents’ deaths and the 
nine innocents’ injuries accom- 
plished what the original protes- 
tors at Kent State set out to do: 


Remove The United States from 
Viet Nam. 

Recently at my husband’s 
family reunion, several older 
cousins, all staunch Republicans, 
declared vehemently that those 
not supporting the “Office of the 
President” were un-American. 
These older cousins were all vet- 
erans of World War II and I am 
respectful and grateful for their 
sacrifices in keeping America 
free. They still look at the world 
through Roosevelt-Churchillian 
eyes. So, while being American 
is being entitled to the free 
speech guaranteed in the Bill of 
Rights, it was important for me to 
respectfully exercise the right for 
which they fought so hard. I told 
these patriotic gentlemen that I 
felt from the beginning that the 
war was a mistake, poorly 
planned and executed. Putting 
that behind us, at this point, all I 
wanted was to get our troops 
home as quickly as possible. 
Because in the discussion there is 
always the great potential for 
argument leading to alienation, it 
is a delicate balance between 
expressing beliefs and antagoniz- 
ing the other person. I have 
learned over the years that it is 
not important to be right in all 
things with one person but in one 
thing to many. So I searched for 
a point we could all agree on and 
thereby perhaps plant one inva- 
sive seed from my point of view 
to grow and perhaps flourish. 
My point to them of the war’s 
being poorly planned and execut- 
ed was the story of Cpl. David 
Vicente of Methuen who wrote 
home regularly to his mother. 
One morning his mother 
answered the knock at the door 
that every mother dreads. The 
next day a letter was delivered, 
written by her dead son. He 


F Artemis Savory photo 
Eleni Santy, left, accepts the Professor Elizabeth Arnold Award from Stephen 
Mathis and her English Composition | professor Suzanne Van Wert, right. 


wrote to tell his mom of the lack 
of even basic necessities which 
should have been supplied by our 
government to our troops. He 
wrote asking for help for his bud- 
dies who were forced to buy their 
own supplies from the few under- 
stocked PX supply depots. 
Another turning point on 
being American occurred in my 
heart. I questioned myself and 
said “this is wrong” but also 
“what can I do about it?” My 
activism manifested itself for a 
positive change for our troops. I 
petitioned my employer to allow 
me to fundraise in the office for 
the money to enable me to pur- 
chase supplies to send with notes 
of encouragement to our soldiers. 
A friend in work who is extreme- 
ly computer literate found a web- 
site called “Anysoldier.com” and 
through that site my company has 
over the years adopted, among 
others, mechanic, medical, hospi- 
tal, infantry and supply units. At 
last count my company has been 
responsible for sending approxi- 
mately 450 boxes to Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Serbia and other 
hostile locations where our 
American boys and girls serve. 
And so the point of agreement 
with my husband’s cousins is that 
the troops have not been properly 
supplied and that it’s important 
that they know they have not 
been forgotten. We also all 
agreed that we hoped they come 
home as quickly as possible. 
When one does not speak out 
or actively work against a wrong, 
it gives approval to the commis- 
sion or omission of an evil act. 
Silence is assent. At no time is 
one ever so un-American as when 
one no longer questions anything 
but simply believes and at no 
time is one ever so American as 
when one questions everything. 


By ARTEMIS SAVORY 
Feature Editor 


“The Golden Compass” is rife with 
imaginative characters and an extraordinary 
plotline. In another world, havok is breaking 
loose. Theirs is a world of witches, giant 
polar bears and evil ice people. 

The main reason for the movie’s cre- 
ation may be for the graphic arts, however, 
because the graphics were almost more 
amazing than the movie itself. It is filled 
with enormous polar bears, smooth build- 
ings of unimaginable heights, and so much 
more. 

The peoples’ daemons are just as realis- 
tic as the animals they portray — from cat to 
mouse to ferret. Other daemons are wolves, 
monkeys and eagles. 

Those readers who are ignorant of what a 
daemon is will just have to wait until they 
either read the book or see the movie for 
themselves. 

The storyline has everything to do with 
“dust” a great concern to the adults that Lyra 
Belacqua (Dakota Blue Richards) is itching 
to learn about. Lyra is a child with a thirst 
for adventure, and she finds one. Her first 
“to do” is to find where all the missing chil- 
dren have been taken and free them. 

The movie came to theaters Dec. 7. 

Based on the novel by Phillip Pillman, 
the screenplay was written by Chris Weitz, 
who is also the director. 

There are two other novels in the series: 
“The Subtle Knife” and “The Amber 
Spyglass.” 


Courtesy photo 


Lyra helps the armored bear, and he, in turn, makes a deal to assist her as she attempts to rescue the 


other children. 


Now comes the waiting part. Will the last 
movies add up to the material offered by the 
books? 


Granite State College 


UNIVERSITY SYSTEM OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Ways to brighten 
up a pet’s holiday 


tumble dried, and the coating will last for 
hundreds of washings. They’re priced at 
$49.95, $59.95 and $69.95. To order, or for 


Transfer your associate's degree 
to a bachelor's degree 
at Granite State College, 


the University System of NH’s leader in online education. 


When you have no idea 


what to get them 


By WILLIAM HAGGMAN 
Chicago Tribune (MCT) 


We're deep into the holiday season, and 
what have you bought for your pet? Probably 
not enough. So here are a few ideas for your 
favorite cat or dog, or pet owner. 

The Bottom’s Up Leash: One ad pro- 
claimed that this product “gives your dog 
his/her dignity back!” 

Look, our 9-year-old shepherd is con- 
stantly eating things and licking places that 
put to rest any notions of dignity. But as 
someone who has watched that dog struggle 
up stairs, we can see the value in the 
Bottom’s Up Leash, a rear-support harness 
designed to make life easier for elderly, 
injured or arthritic dogs. It sells for $29.99 at 
Petco, PetSmart and specialty pet stores. 

The Perfect Pet Blanket: On the surface, 
Invisible Health’s creation looks and feels 
like any other nice pet blanket. But this is 
not just any other nice pet blanket. This is 
The Perfect Pet Blanket. It’s treated with a 
special coating - the same technology used 
in hospitals to keep surfaces microbe-free - 
to eliminate 99.9 percent of all fungal, bac- 


terial and algal growth. And in these days of 


the nasty MRSA superbug, that’s a good 
thing. 
The blankets can be machine washed and 


more information, go to invisiblehealth.net. 

Good reads: Books always make good 
holiday gifts for pet owners. Here are four of 
the more interesting ones that have crossed 
our desk recently 

“What Pets Do While You’re at Work” 
(Scribner, $9.95). This tiny paperback is 
worth buying just for the photo on Page 87. 

“Divine Canine: The Monks’ Way to a 
Happy, Obedient Dog” (Hyperion, $16.95). 

“The Dangerous Book for Dogs” 
(Villard, $15.95). Hilarious. 

“Banjo Gets a B-A-T-H” (Nestle Purina 
PetCare Co., $14.99). Available only at select 
Target stores, this book is designed for a 
child to read to a family pet as a way to build 
reading skills. It comes with a container to 
hold treats and a blanket for the child and dog 
to sit on for their sessions. And the best part 
is that $2 from every purchase goes to the 
Animal Rescue Foundation, the organization 
founded by St. Louis Cardinals manager 
Tony La Russa and his family to aid aban- 
doned and homeless animals 

The Pet Peek: Every curious dog or tod- 
dler, for that matter will love the Pet Peek, a 
plastic window you install in your fence. The 
9-inch hard plastic dome comes with all the 
hardware needed to open a window to the 
world for your pet. It’s priced at $29.98 (plus 
handling) and can be ordered at pet 
peek.info. 


Accredited by N.E.A.S.C. 


Select from a variety of degree 
options, including five totally 
online degrees. 


Our Self-Design degree lets you 
develop an academic plan to fit your 
personal and professional goals. 


GSC offers classes that fit your 
schedule—day, evening, Saturday, 
weekend intensive, online and 
hybrid courses 


Federal financial aid is available to 
eligible students—even if you are only 
taking one 4-credit course per term. 


Start now! Because GSC operates on 
a four term academic calendar, 
degree applications are accepted 


througnout the year. 


Contact us to learn more 


1.888.228.3000 


Both students and 


faculty give a 
stunning performance 


By SARA CoDAIR 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


The 10th 

» annual produc- 
s tion of “A 
Christmas 
Carol” ~— sold 
out once 
again. The tiny 
Top Notch 
Theater was 
full well 
before 7 p.m. 
when the show 
started. 

Jim Murphy played such a mis- 
erable, cranky, greedy old Scrooge 
that the audience couldn’t help but 
laugh at his moaning and groaning. 
He really was everything that peo- 
ple think of when they think of 
Ebenezer Scrooge. 

He handled the transition from 
crotchety old man to a kind and 
merry one very well. With each 
ghost, he was a little less rude, and 
a little less miserable until every 
trace of his Scrooge-ness was gone. 

While I laughed along with the 
audience at his curses and com- 
plaints, I was really moved by his 
transition from miser to philanthro- 
pist. 

The transition started with the 
appearance of Jacob Marley 
(Patrick Montello) wailing and lec- 
turing a frightened Scrooge in his 
bedroom,-and warning that he need- 
ed to change his life and that he 
would be visited by three ghosts. 
Marley’s makeup and costume were 


phenomenal; he was all white with 
torn clothes and heavy chains. 

Next came the Ghost of 
Christmas Past (Orlik Guzman) 
who, with Christmas lights in her 
hair and beautiful singing, took 
Scrooge on a journey back in time. 
As Scrooge viewed various scenes 
from his childhood and young 
adulthood, he saw himself change 
from a happy little boy to a lonely, 
unhappy rich man. 

By the time he met up with the 
Ghost of Christmas Present (Adam 
Colby LaMonica), Scrooge was less 
stubborn and a little more open- 
minded. The Ghost of Christmas 
Past showed him the Cratchit family 
and his new nephew Fred’s family. 
Eventually Scrooge was begging to 
stay, and the spirit was dragging him 
away. Scrooge no longer thought 
Christmas was a “humbug,” — he 
was wishing he was celebrating it. 

When it was time for the Ghost 
of Christmas future, the audience 
had stopped laughing and was fully 
aware of the gravity of Scrooge’s 
transformation. 

The stage darkened and we 
heard thunderous thumps as the 
Ghost of Christmas Future (Jamie 
Danahy) stomped onto the stage. It 
didn’t say a word as Scrooge.tried to 
be brave, then questioned and 
pleaded with the ghost. 

Scrooge lost his composure as 
he saw people sorting through his 
possessions after he died, the 
Cratchit family grieving the loss of 
Tiny Tim, and finally, his own 
gravestone. 

When Scrooge woke up the next 
morning to find that he was still 
alive, and it was still Christmas, he 
was overcome with joy. Laughter 
returned to the audience as Scrooge 
frolicked and danced his way 
through the last scenes of the show. 
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Ebenezer Scrooge, played by Jim Murphy, chases Madrigals off stage while Bob 
Cratchit works during NECC’s production of “A Christmas Carol.” 


Scrooge (Murphy) is visited by the Ghost of Christmas Past (Orlik Guzman). 


Metal bands play at Tsongas Arena - 


Killswitch Engage 
and Lamb of God 
come to Lowell 


By HANSEL Lopez 
Contributing Reporter 


Omen 
Wednesday, 
Nov. 28, heavy 
metal bands 
Killswitch 
Engage and 
Lamb of God 
decided to play 
the first date of 

oe their co-head- 

lining tour 

were many underground bands fear 
to tread: an arena. 

The idea of playing and/or sell- 
ing out an arena seems plausible 
given the fact that both bands are 
more than capable of playing to 
packed audiences in a club or theater 
on any given night. Plus, the 
Tsongas arena in Lowell is a good 
starting point as Massachusetts 
remains a strong market for extreme 
music, whether it is hardcore or 
metal. It doesn’t hurt either that both 
Killswitch Engage and Lamb of God 
are in their primes, signed to major 
labels and are both coming off high- 


profile slots on this summer’s 
Warped Tour and Ozzfest, respec- 
tively. 

This shows that both bands 
have what it takes to play im the 


arena circuit; what needed to be 
proven was if their live show was 
arena worthy. : 

Fortunately for the fans, the 
bands are more than worthy. 


< courtesy photo 
Killswitch Engage singer Howard Jones shows off his impressive vocal range. 


As soon as Lamb of God 
emerged from behind their massive 
walls of amps and intricate light 
show, they quickly took command 
with “their take-no-prisoners style 


and breakneck thrash metal assault. 
They got the audience moving with 
searing songs like the set-opening 
“Hourglass,” fan favorite “Ruin,” 
and “Pathetic.” ~ > 

Front man Randy Blythe was 
all over the place working every 
corner of the stage while guitarist 
Willy Adler made playing his intri- 
cate speedy riffs seem easy as he 
smoked a cigarette while he 


played. 


Aside from the more thrash-ori- 
ented numbers, the band also played 
slower, more atmospheric gems like 
“Descending” and “Omerta,” and 
also got the, crowd screaming along 
to the choruses of “Redneck” and 
“Now You’ve Got Something to Die 
For.” 

This is Lamb of God’s last tour 
before taking some well-deserved 
time off to begin writing their next 
album; they definitely chose to go 
out in style. 

If Lamb of God put grabbed the 
audience by the throat, then 
Killswitch Engage put it in a stran- 
glehold. Right from the start, 
Killswitch showed no weakness to 
their hometown audience. P 

The unlikely duo of charismatic 
singer Howard Jones and off-kilter 
guitarist Adam D, clad in ripped 
jeans and a cape, kept the good times 
coming between songs with their 


constant bickering and jokes. 
, 
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” NECC students hold 


National New 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Courts, Congress to 
stay out of CIA tape trial 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
controversy over destroyed CIA 
interrogation tapes is shaping up 
as a turf battle involving the 
courts, Congress and the White 
House, with the Bush administra- 
tion telling its constitutional 
coequals to stay out of the investi- 


gation. 

The Justice Department says it 
needs time and the freedom to 
probe the destruction of hundreds 
of hours of recordings of two sus- 
pected terrorists. After Attorney 
General Michael Mukasey refused 
congressional demands for infor- 
mation Friday, the Justice 
Department filed late-night court 
documents urging a federal judge 
not to begin his own inquiry. 

The administration argued it 
was not obligated to preserve the 
videotapes and told U.S. District 
Judge Henry H. Kennedy that 
demanding information about 
them “could potentially compli- 
cate the ongoing efforts to arrive 
at a full factual understanding of 
the matter.” 

The documents represent the 
first time the government has 
addressed the issue in court. In the 
papers, acting Assistant Attorney 
General Jeffrey S. Bucholtz said 
Kennedy lacked jurisdiction and 
he expressed concern that the 
judge might order CIA officials to 
testify. 


Democrats assess 
strategy after setbacks 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Congressional Democrats will 
have plenty to ponder during the 
Christmas-New Year recess. For 
instance, why did things go so 
badly this fall, and how well did 
their leaders serve them? 

Partisan players will quarrel 
for months, but objective analysts 
say the debate must start here: An 
embattled president made extraor- 
dinary use of his veto power and 
he was backed by GOP lawmakers 
who may have put their political 
fortunes at risk. 

Also, a new Democratic lead- 
ership team overestimated the 
impact of the Iraq war and the 
2006 elections, learning too late 
they had no tools to force Bush 
and his allies to compromise on 
bitterly contested issues. 

Both parties seem convinced 
that voters will reward them 11 
months from now. And they agree 
that Congress’ gridlock and frus- 
tration are likely to continue until 
then — and possibly beyond — 
unless the narrow party margins in 
the House and Senate change 
appreciably. 

In a string of setbacks last 
week, Democratic leaders in 
Congress yielded to Bush and his 
GOP allies on Iraqi war funding, 
tax and health policies, energy 
policy and spending decisions 
affecting billions of dollars 


throughout the government. 
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bone marrow drive 


Student Senate hosts 
drive for student in 


need of transplant 


By JASMIN PASTRANA 
News Editor 


The Student Senate held its third 
annual bone marrow donor drive 
early this year on Wed. Dec. 12 at the 
Sport and Fitness Center after a plea 
from an anonymous NECC student. 

The bone marrow donor drive is 
usually held in April, however at a 
Senate meeting held on Oct. 31, 
Professor Ken Thomas expressed 
concern for one of his students who 


een Gita 


It’s good to see 


there’s still some 


humanity out there. 


-Hansel Lopez 


was diagnosed with cancer. 

“Tm asking for help,’ Thomas 
said. 

According to Thomas, the stu- 
dent, who wishes to remain anony- 
mous, has been in need of a bone 
marrow transplant for approximately 
five years. 


Jasmin Pastrana photo 


Pictured from left: Student Senate Vice President Junior Leal, 
Director of Student Engagement Dina Brown, Student Senate 
Secretary Lucy Baldwin and Jodi Paciulan, student activities and 
orientation staff member and 10 year transplant survivor. 


In response to Thomas' request, 
the Student Senate teamed up with 
the Caitlin Raymond International 
Registry, which has registered more 
than 5.5 million donors international- 
ly, to provide students, staff, faculty 
and members of the community the 
opportunity for donor screening. 

The test is bloodless and was 
covered by Massachusetts health 
insurance policies. 

“It’s cool that they're helping 
somebody. It’s good to see there's still 
some humanity out there,” Hansel 
Lopez, NECC student said. 

At NECC's first bone marrow 
drive in 2006, 175 people were test- 
ed, 46 of which were potential match- 
es at 26 percent. On April 25, 109 
people were tested 20 of which were 
potential matches at 18 percent. 

NECC hopes to find a match for 
hundreds of leukemia patients whose 
only hope of survival is a bone mar- 
row stem cell transplant. 

For more information, contact 
Dina Brown at 
DBrown@necc.mass.edu. 


Israel says Iran still 
seeking nuclear arms 


By Amy TEIBEL 
Associated Press 


JERUSALEM (AP) — Israeli 
intelligence officials are in the U.S. 
trying to convince the Bush adminis- 
tration that Iran is still trying to 
develop nuclear weapons — contrary 
to the findings of a recent U.S. intel- 
ligence report, security officials said. 

Prime Minister Ehud Olmert, 
however, scolded a Cabinet minister 
on Sunday for his harsh, public criti- 
cism of the U.S. report. 

The U.S. assessment, released 
earlier this month, concludes Iran 
halted its weapons development pro- 
gram in 2003 and that the program 
remained frozen at least through the 


middle of this year. The findings 
reversed a key conclusion from a 
2005 intelligence report that Iran was 
developing a bomb. 

Israeli officials fear the report 
will weaken international resolve to 
contain Iran's nuclear ambitions. 

It was not clear what type of 
material the Israeli delegation — for 
the most part military intelligence 
officers — presented to U.S. officials 
during its unscheduled visit. The 
Israeli delegation hoped to receive 
additional information from the U.S. 
report, which for the most part was 


classified, the Israeli officials said. 


They spoke on condition of 
anonymity because they were not 
authorized to discuss the matter with 
the media. 


The Israeli delegation set off for 
the U.S. last week and will wind up 
its visit this week, the officials said. 

The U.S. and Israel will hold 
additional formal meetings on the 
matter in coming weeks, the Israeli 
officials said. Israel will use these 
forums to try to persuade the 
Americans that Iran is trying to 
development nuclear weapons, and 
to present top secret Israeli intelli- 
gence material, the officials said. 

Before Sunday’s regularly sched- 
uled Cabinet meeting, Israeli 
Defense Minister Ehud Barak told 
reporters that Israel was in contact 
with the U.S. on the report, “to try to 
better understand its intelligence 
content, and to examine the public 
and political implications.” 


Student confrontation in Spurk 


With the help of Eagle Security, 
this security log has been released to 
inform students and staff about the 
incidents requiring the assistance of 
Eagle Security at the NECC campus- 
es in Haverhill and Lawrence. 

This log covers the events from 
of both Haverhill and Lawrence 
campuses from Nov. 19 to Dec. 17. 


Nov. 12 — “Stillpoint” student 
fell in dance studio. Ambulance was 
called. 

Noy. 19 -— Confrontation 
between two male students in C 
Building. Situation was referred to 
Nita Lamborghini. 

Dec. 7 - Staff member fell down 
in Student Center. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff ~ 


from AP wire reports 


Turkish warplanes bomb 
Kurdish rebel targets in Iraq 


ANKARA, Turkey — Turkish 
warplanes bombed Kurdish rebel 
targets as far as 100 kilometers (60 
miles) inside northern Iraq for 
three hours early Sunday, in the 
largest aerial attack against the out- 
lawed separatist group in recent | 
years. An Iraqi official said the | 
planes attacked several villages, 
killing one woman. 

In the nighttime offensive, 
fighter jets hit rebel positions close 
to the border with Turkey and in 
the Qandil mountains, which strad- 
dles the Iraq-Iran border — and is 
about 100 kilometers from the 
frontier between Iraq and Turkey, 
the military said in a statement 
posted on its Web site. It said the 
operation was directed against the 
rebels and not against the local 
population. 

As many as 50 fighter jets were 
involved in the airstrikes, private 
NTV television and other media 
reported. Turkey has recently 
attacked the area with ground- 
based artillery and helicopters and 
there have been some unconfirmed 
reports of airstrikes by warplanes. 

Prime Minister Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan lauded Sunday’s opera- 
tion and suggested Turkey could 
stage more attacks on Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party, or PKK, hide-outs 
in northern Iraq. 

“This operation, which was 
carried out under night conditions, 
was a success,” Erdogan said 
Sunday. “Our struggle (against the 
PKK) will continue inside and out- 
side Turkey with the same determi- 


nation.” ix 


Nicaraguan ex-president 
to serve 20-year sentence 


MANAGUA, Nicaragua (AP) 


— A Nicaraguan appeals court on }, 


Thursday ordered ex-President 
Arnoldo Aleman to serve out his 
20-year prison sentence on a 
money laundering conviction, 
overturning a decision granting 
him parole. 


Appeals court Judge Ileana |. 


Perez said it will be up to prison 
officials to determine whether he 
serves the time at his hacienda out- 
side the capital or in jail. 

Aleman was convicted and 
sentenced to a 20-year prison term 
in 2003 for money laundering and 
embezzlement, but later was freed 
under a restricted parole that only 
allowed him to travel within the 
capital. 

That parole was loosened earli- 
er this year by Nicaragua's 
National Penitentiary System, 
which granted Aleman free rein to 
move throughout the country. He 
was at his home on Thursday as a 
Nicaraguan judge notified him of a 
warrant for his arrest in Panama. 

Aleman, who governed 


Nicaragua from 1997 to 2002, is 
accused of using 60 bank accounts 
in Panama to launder about US$58 
million (euro42 million) allegedly 
stolen from Nicaraguan govern- 
ment coffers. 


Page1o NECC Observer Dec..19, 2007 


“Fi our great places to visit 
and enjoy during the four 
longest months of the year 


‘-By ANDREW WAHL 
Environmental Editor 


Snow, freezing rain, 
arctic temperatures and 
wind, random warm days, 
and a heightened sense of 
misery are the official 
trademarks of the 
Northeast. It all comes 
full circle when you over- 
hear comments about the 
seasonal conditions, bitter 
as the weather itself, 
made stranger-to- 
stranger, or co-worker-to-co-worker. But it 
doesn’t have to be that way all winter. The 
answer to the winter blues lies on the snow 
itself. Here is a list of four mountains and 
resorts in New England that will help open the 
doors for you, family and friends to enjoy the 
world of possibilities for endless winter fun. 


1: Waterville Valley / Waterville Valley, 
N.H. / www.waterville.com 

Nestled in the peaks of the White Mountain 
National Forest, Waterville Valley Ski Area and 
Cross Country Ski Area operate in partnership 

“With the USDA-Forest Service. From 
Haverhill, it’s a nice one and a half hour 
straight shot up I-93, which makes for a great 
day trip. While it may be one of the relatively 
smaller mountains of New England, the servic- 
es and varying terrain, are all excellent. From 
the parking lot, you can hop on one of the shut- 
tle buses, or pull right up to the front of the 
main lodge for valet parking. 

Ticket prices are: moderate: age 6-12 and 
seniors pay $35 the first day and $27 for an 
additional day; Teens (ages 13-18) and college 
students with ID pay $51 a day and $41 for a 
second day; adults pay $61 for the first and $51 

‘“for a second day. There are 52 total trails, 
which brake down to 20 percent novice, 60 per- 
cent intermediate, and 20 percent advanced. In 
addition to the regular terrain offered, there is a 
plethora of terrain parks for the more advanced 
or progressive riders and skiers. The parks offer 
up a veritable dish of rails, boxes, and 9 main- 

‘tained jumps, varying in size and style. Board 
and ski lessons are available for all ages, and 
can include rental packages, ranging in price 
from $31 to $113, which is an addition price to 
the ticket. 

Lifts open at 9 a.m. and close at 4 p.m., 
which means there is no night riding or skiing. 

There are several on mountain restaurants 
and cafeterias that serve anything from steaks 
to hot dogs. But if you’re on a budget, or mak- 
ing just a day trip out of it, pack a lunch and 
snacks, as mountain food is notoriously over- 
priced, regardless of the resort you're at. 

Take 1-93 to New Hampshire Exit 28, then 

+-Route 49 East 11 miles to Waterville Valley ski 
area. You'll see signs on and off the highway. 


2: Sunday River / Bethel, 
www.sundayriver.com 

Few, if any, resorts of the Northeast can 
match the diversity of terrain and on-and off- 

mountain activities and services of Sunday 
River. Located in the classic little New England 
town of Bethel, Maine, the eight interconnect- 
ed peaks of Sunday River that stretches three 
miles west to east offers as many riding and 
skiing options as there is ski-able acres, and 
that's a lot. 

Prices for lift tickets range from $47 to $69 
for one day, and vary depending on age. There 
is a wide variety of board and ski school les- 
sons and clinics available, which range in price 
from $35 to $415 depending on whether you 
are signing up for a group clinic or private les- 
son. Rental equipment is available and prices 

ange from $25 to $235 dollars depending on 
what you're renting, and how long — in terms 
of days — you are renting it for. 

It's about a two and a half hour drive from 
Haverhill, so it's not that bad for a day trip. If 
you want to make a weekend, or even week, 


Maine / 


4 


Early in the season, snow guns on Sunday River fire up to get the trails ready. 


out of it, there are multiple lodging options, 
ranging from one of the nine condominiums 
spread across the resort, to the Snow Cap Inn, 
the Grand Summit Resort Hotel, and the Jordan 
Grand Resort Hotel. All of the mountain resorts 
offer slope-side access. There are also several 
bed and breakfast’s and other lodging options 
in the town itself. 

And if you’re traveling with little ones that 
may not be old enough to safely enjoy the 
slopes just yet, the resort offers a fully licensed 
child care facility through the Maine 
Department of Human Services. The day care 
program caters to children ages 6 weeks to 6 
years, at three different locations on the resort. 
In addition to the multiple on-mountain restau- 
rants and cafeterias, there are many fun bars 
and restaurants of all styles in Bethel, which 
makes for a great nightlife and aprés scene. 
There are 131 total trails and 18 chair lifts to 
get you to them all. Hours of operation are 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m.. Each peak offers something dif- 
ferent. Again, there is plenty of terrain for all 
riders and skiers to enjoy, regardless of your 
skill level. And the terrain parks are plentiful, 
and really the best around. The on-and off- 
mountain terrain and services offered by this 
great resort are almost just too many to list. 

Careful though — leaving the mountain and 
going home may make you cry, if not make you 
decide to call into work on Sunday night or 
Monday moming to make your own long 
weekend. 

As written on the resort Website, to get 
there from Haverhill, Take I-95 North into 
Maine. Follow I-95 / Maine Turnpike to Exit 
63 / Gray for Route 26. Take Route 26 North to 
Bethel. Follow Route 2 East for 2.6 miles. Take 
a left onto Sunday River Road, marked by the 
large Sunday River Brewery (big building with 
red roof). Follow Sunday River Road to a fork 
with a “Sunday River Ski Resort” sign. Fork 
left and follow signs for the Grand Summit 
Resort Hotel, base lodges, and amenities (1 
mile). Fork right and follow signs for the 
Jordan Grand Resort Hotel (5 miles). 


3: Cannon / Franconia, N.H. / 
www.cannonmt.com 

Just North of Waterville Valley, Cannon in 
located in Franconia Notch State Park. If you 
want thrills that won't be forgotten, despite the 
mountains unforgiving nature, go hit Cannon. 
Only two hours from Haverhill, Cannon is a 


truly unique Northeast mountain. Nine chair 
lifts get you to and around the 60 trails on the 
mountain. One of those nine lifts includes the 
famous Aerial Tramway, a 70-passenger tram 
that offers up some spectacular views, and 
access to the backside of Cannon mountain, 
which is considered backcountry. In terms of 
skill level, the trails are broken down as 17 per- 
cent Beginner runs, 47 percent Intermediate 
runs, 0 percent Advanced runs, and 36 percent 
Expert runs. 

The cold and sometimes icy conditions of 
the mountain lends to it as being considered by 
some, “the East's true skiers mountain.” But 
don’t let it scare you, because when the snow 
does come down on Cannon, as it has recently, 
and still is at the time of this article, the moun- 
tain turns into a powder paradise. 

Lift ticket prices range from $32 to $60, for 
a full day, and $22 to $40 for a half-day. New 
Hampshire residents luck out at Cannon, and 
pay only $25 dollars any day, except for holi- 
days. 

Board and ski rentals and lessons are 
offered. The lifts open at 9 a.m. and close at 4 
p-m. There are various services and lodging 
options around the mountain and town. Again, 
bring a lunch and snacks, because the on- 
mountain food is overpriced. If you're up for a 
challenge, take on Cannon. 

The location of Cannon is an experience to 
behold in and of itself, so even if you keep the 
on-mountain time to a minimum, you can max- 
imize your time of togetherness in the scenic 
beauty and other little mountain towns sur- 
rounding the resort. To get there, take I-93 
North, past the exits for Waterville, to exits 34B 
and 34C. The mountain is right off, and visible 
from, the highway 


#4: Killington / Killington, Vt. / 
http://killington.com 

Killington prides itself on, and has the rep- 
utation as, being the largest board and ski resort 
in the Eastern United Sates. And when you get 
there, if you don't know this already, it's repu- 
tation more than precedes it. With 200 trails 
and 32 lifts — three of which are radio-and 
heater-clad gondolas — there is terrain for 
everyone to enjoy. 

Trails are evenly dispersed as there being: 
30 percent Beginner runs; 39 percent 
Intermediate runs; 31 percent Advanced runs; 0 
percent Expert runs. Killington also has the 
longest continuous trail of any resort in New 


England, Juggernaut, which is 6.5 miles long. 
It's a nice easy cruise. And the terrain parks are 
just awesome. 

Lift ticket prices range from $53 to $79 for 
a one day ticket, depending on age, and 
increase with each additional day. Again, there 
are multiple learn-to-ski and board lessons and 
clinic packages as well. 

And there is plenty to do on and off the 
mountain, and plenty of lodging options too. 
The aprés scene becomes alive at night, as 
there are just as many places for dining and 
drinks as there are trails on the mountain. 

The drive there from Haverhill, can be 
about three hours, so it's probably better that 
you make a two-day trip out of it. To get there, 
Take Interstate 93 to just south of Concord, 
N.H. Exit onto Interstate 89 north and follow to 
U.S. 4 Rutland, Exit 1 in Vermont. Follow U.S. 
4 west to Killington. 


So find some time and make your way 
to the mountains for the kind of fun that 
only winter has to offer. Don't worry 
about your skill level, because there will 
be hundreds or thousands of others just 
like you, sharing the trails and fun. The 
important thing is that you enjoy it. Go 
with no expectations but to have fun and 
enjoy your time there, even if you spend 
lots of it on your butt, and not your chosen 
method of sliding. That's the beauty of it 
all; you can try something new and enjoy 
the time you spend doing it even if you're 
not the best at it. And you don’t even need 
your own gear, just the desire to try some- 
thing new and exciting. 

Make sure to do the following when 
planning a trip: Consult the resort’s 
Website, as rates and conditions change 
regularly; prepare yourself for winter con- 
ditions, i.e. appropriate clothing and extra 
clothing; always plan ahead, two to three 
weeks (even months) if you want a place 
to stay, because some on mountain resorts 
start booking up as early as September. 
And keep in mind that most of the resorts 
you go to, have a wide variety of off 
mountain activities that you can partake 
in, so make sure to check it all out before 
you go, or even when you get there. Most 
importantly: Enjoy winter and all it’s 
glory while you can. Happy trails, see ya’ 
on the slopes. 


Favre wants wins 


Brett Favre wants 
wins instead of just 


records 


By Rop KLOCKNER 
McClatchy Newspapers (MCT) 


Brett Favre knows he sounds like 
a broken record when it comes to 
breaking records. 

On Sunday, the veteran quarter- 
back for the Green Bay Packers 
broke one of the National Football 
League’s biggest records during a 33- 
14 victory over the St. Louis Rams at 
the Edward Jones Dome. 

The three-time MVP became the 
NFL career leader in passing yards, 
overtaking former Miami Dolphins 
quarterback Dan Marino, He passed 
Marino on a 7-yard slant pattern to 
Donald Driver 23 seconds into the 
fourth quarter. 

“T say it every time this happens: 
I'm honored, but I would much 
rather win,” Favre said. 

The 38-year-old Favre considers 
the fact that he’s started 251 straight 
games, also an NFL record among 
quarterbacks, a greater feat. 

“None of these individual 
records would have happened if it 
wasn't for the fact that I'd played in 


every game,” Favre said. “To pass a 
guy like Dan Marino, regardless of 
what the record is ... I’ve said this all 
along and I will continue to say this: 
I’ve never considered myself in the 
same league as Dan Marino, maybe 
the greatest passer ever. The way he 
did it is probably the way you would 
coach another guy to do it. 

“The way I've done it, I don't 
know if you would coach guys to do 
it that way. To be mentioned in the 
same breath as him is quite an 
honor.” 

Marino threw for 61,361 yards in 
17 seasons. Favre — who entered 
Sunday's game needing 184 yards to 
set the record — has passed for 61,405 
yards. He's in his 17th season. 

Favre's record-breaking toss fol- 
lowed a 44-yard touchdown pass to 
Greg Jennings, left all alone down 
the middle of the field on an all-out 
blitz by the Rams, that put the 
Packers up by 15 with 5:58 left in the 
third quarter. 

Needing just one yard, Favre hit 
Driver on a slant route for seven 
yards on the first play of Green Bay's 
next series. 

“I knew it was coming,” Driver 
said. “He gave me a little look and 
after that I knew I was going to catch 
it. 

“T just had to make sure to catch 


the ball and they told us if I caught it, 
that one would break the record, so I 
just wanted to make sure I'd go into 
the record books with him at least on 
one play.” 

The game was halted for several 
minutes as Favre received a standing 
ovation from a sellout crowd, nearly 
half of which were Green Bay fans. 

Driver hugged Favre as flash- 
bulbs winked in the stands. An offi- 
cial even shook Favre's hand. 

“He is a once-in-a-lifetime play- 
er,” said Green Bay coach Mike 
McCarthy. “He will go down as one 
of the greatest, or the greatest, player 
in NFL history. But just the way he 
goes about his business, I think, 
speaks volumes about him as a per- 
son. He is a joy to coach. 

“He's a big part of our ‘success 
this year, as he has been throughout 
his career. We would love to see him 
keep breaking records.” 

Favre completed 19-of-30 pass 
attempts for 227 yards and two 
touchdowns against the Rams, who 
were impressed. 

“Brett Favre is arguably one of 
the best quarterbacks to play this 
game,” said Rams safety O.J. 
Atogwe, who intercepted Farve 
twice. “He's very smart. He knows 
this game inside and out. We covered 
him as well as we could.” 


New steroid study 


New study finds even 
more dangers with 


using steroids 


By Marcia C. SMITH 
Orange County Register (MCT) 


The images are impressive; the 
underlying damage too easy to 
ignore. 

Glossy covers of body-building 
magazines inside most big-league 
clubhouses show ripped torsos with 
bulging biceps, stronger shoulders, 
boulder-sized quadriceps and six- 
pack stomachs. Pinstripes and two- 
tone uniforms have covered some of 
these synthetically | enhanced, 
overnight-yoked bodies in baseball 
as well. 

The more than 80 major league 
players linked to steroids use in the 
Mitchell Report wanted this look and 
this strength to add power to their 
swings, miles per hours to their fast- 
balls, years to their careers, millions 

«to their bank accounts and All-Star, 
Cy Young, Gold Glove and Most 
Valuable Player hardware to their tro- 
phy cases. 

But their gambles for short-term 
success will have dangerous long- 
term side effects that the public won't 
realize until after the coroner zips up 
the body bags and the pathologist 
examines the organs of a steroids 
abuser. 

Never mind how being discoy- 
ered as a drug-cheat will affect how 
many jerseys these players will sell 
next season. Forget the records and 
reputations ruined. It shouldn't really 
matter whether these players will get 
to keep their FasTrak transponders en 
route to Cooperstown. 

Think about what steroids use is 
doing to their bodies, their hearts and 
their life spans. Health is the real 


casualty here. 

“We're going to see a whole 
group of people dying of heart 
attacks prematurely,” said Dr. Larry 
Santora, an interventional cardiolo- 
gist at the Orange County Heart 
Institute in Orange. “These athletes 
might look like magnificent speci- 
mens right now, but the reality is they 
have a time bomb lurking inside of 
them.” 

Medical ethical limits prevent 
comprehensive clinical studies from 
being conducted on the effects of 
steroids use on people. But what the 
medical community has is strong 
observational studies on the health 
risk of steroids. 

Santora published a sobering 
2004 study in last fall's Preventive 
Cardiology linking prolonged 
steroids use to an increase risk of 
heart disease. 

He studied 14 bodybuilders who 
had been on anabolic steroids cycles 
for more than a decade. All were non- 
smokers in their mid-30s and had no 
family history of high blood pressure 
or heart disease. 

Santora performed ultrafast car- 
diac CT scans and observed that most 
subjects had plaque or calcium 
buildup in their arteries that vastly 
exceeded the normal levels for their 
age group. Increased plaque raises 
the possibility of plaque rupturing 
and causing a heart attack. 

“These patients had the amount 
of plaque hardening their arteries that 
we wouldn't even see in an average 
70-year-old. male,” Santora said. 
“More than 50 percent of them will 
more than likely have heart disease if 
they don't change their lifestyle.” 

Santora spoke of one scared- 
straight patient who wasn't in the 
study: a former bodybuilder who 
used steroids until his suffered a 
heart attack at age 33. The patient, 
who survived after bypass surgery 
and stints installed in his blood ves- 


sels, is now 50, coaching his son in 
weightlifting and hammering home 
the dangers of steroids. 

For many, the health risk of 
steroids is a difficult one to inject into 
the mindset of steroids-using athletes 
who believe they're healthy now, 
invincible even and living, as the 
cliche goes, one game at a time. 

As part of his year-long study, 
Santora had his 14 subjects undergo 
treadmill stress tests. Comparing 
echocardiograms of athletes at rest 
with those of athletes at work, he 
observed hearts that appeared normal 
in size and function. 

Passing that test was all Santora's 
subject wanted to hear. Santora 
believes that most subjects continued 
their self-styled pharmacology to 
maintain their physiques. They put 
themselves through a vicious cycle of 
steroids stacking, weightlifting, pro- 
tein and carbohydrate packing and 
ingesting cocktails of more drugs just 
to counteract the unflattering side- 
effects. 

In the short term, the physical 
results of steroids are quite seducing 
and addictive, becoming so associat- 
ed with a person's self-image that it's 
difficult to discourage use. 

“They don't see or feel the risks 
right now because they look good 
and pass the stress test, the same way 
ballplayers and other athletes don't 
realize the dangers because they're 
playing well,’ Santora said. “The 
danger of steroids is that a user won't 
know all the damage they've done 
until he's dead.” ‘ 

When it's too late. When there's 
no home run to hit, no fastball to 
hurl, no contract to extend, no trophy 
to hoist, no life to save. 

Think of doped _ballplayers 
who've flexed in front of the mirror, 
seen their statistics become as buff as 
their new bodies, enjoyed the fat- 
tened contracts and closed their eyes 
on their own suicides. 
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QUESTIONS: 


1. What year did 
boxing become a 
legal sport? 


2. Who was the first - 
woman to climb Mt. 
Everest? 


3. How many balls 
does the MLB usea ~— 
season? 


4. How many stitch- 
es are on a base- 
ball? 


5. What was the only 
sport ever played on 
the moon? : 
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Art 

Art and Business 

Art Education 

Art Therapy 

Art Studio 

’ Business Administration 
Catholic Studies 
Computer Science 
Criminal Justice 

Early Childhood Education 
Elementary Education 
English 

Environmental Science 
Fire Science 

Graphic Design 

Health Science 

History 


Human Development 
and Human Services 


Humanities 

Media Communications 
Music 

Music Education 


Music Performance 
(Piano or Voice) 


Music Therapy 


Degrees in nursing: 
Associate 
Bachelor 
(RN to BSN) 


Paralegal 

Pastoral Studies 
Political Science 
Pre-Law 

Psychology 

Public Policy 
Secondary Education 
Social Work 
Sociology 

Spanish 

Sports Management 


You're Not Just yone. 
Why Settle for Just Any College? 


There’s something unique about Anna Maria. Our college community exudes a genuine commitment of care and 


excellence. You’ll feel a special something when you walk our grounds and meet our students. Anna Maria is the college 
where dreams take hold, grow, and become reality. Find out more about how Anna Maria College can be part of your 


future call (508) 849-3360 or email us at admissions@annamaria.edu for more information or to set up a campus tour. 
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